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LORD MAYOR’S
MESSAGE
As a hub to create and experience local and
international art alike, Brisbane Powerhouse has
always taken great pride in presenting a diverse
program while taking chances on new and
experimental work. Their programming reflects
Brisbane’s nature as a diverse, creative, worldclass city.

Brisbane Powerhouse’s powerful performing arts

Over the past year, Brisbane Powerhouse has hosted

In a huge coup for Brisbane Powerhouse and indeed the

a number of events which have brought economic

city of Brisbane, in the past year the Australia Council

development opportunities to our city while

for the Arts announced that Brisbane Powerhouse will

forwarding my vision for an inclusive Brisbane.

host the Australian Performing Arts Market (APAM)

“Brisbane
Powerhouse has
always taken great
arts programming to provide a multi-faceted arts
pride in presenting
experience. In June, over 33,000 visitors attended the
a diverse program
world’s most prestigious display of photojournalism, the while taking
55th annual World Press Photo exhibition, presented by chances on new and
experimental work.”
Brisbane Powerhouse for the sixth year running.
repertoire is also complemented with strong visual

in 2014, 2016 and 2018. The biennial event is a meeting
Brisbane residents have had a multitude of opportunity

place for artists and programmers from Australia and

to experience local, national and international art in

around the world to discover new artists, find new

their own backyard. Over ten days in February, the

collaborators and meet with fellow professionals.

third annual World Theatre Festival offered audiences

APAM will further cement Brisbane’s place on the

the chance to view 121 performances from seven

international arts map and ensure audiences continue

countries in a round-the-world theatre adventure.

to enjoy a diverse and exciting program of events and

World Theatre Festival saw performances such as

performances.

Lady from the Sea, by Abhinaya Theatre Company

It is initiatives like these that make us proud to continue

in collaboration with Brisbane Powerhouse artists-in-

our support of Brisbane Powerhouse. Brisbane City

residence, Topology. Developed out of a multi-year

Council is committed to ensuring our city is a great

artistic relationship between Brisbane Powerhouse

place to live, work and play and Brisbane Powerhouse

and the Indian-based theatre company, the piece

continues to play a strong role in our community to

premiered for Australian audiences in 2012 and will

achieve this goal.

be followed by an Indian tour at the end of the year.
For comedy-goers, Brisbane Comedy Festival
showcased 35 local, national and international
comedians. In April, a record number of film buffs
enjoyed 47 of the world’s most inspiring LGBT films
at the 13th annual Brisbane Queer Film Festival.

GRAHAM QUIRK
LORD MAYOR

LORD MAYOR GRAHAM QUIRK
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T HE l a dy f r o m t h e s e a // WOR L D T HEAT RE FEST I VA L

CHAIr’s
MESSAGE
“...thank you to
our patrons.
Your accolades
inspire Brisbane
Powerhouse to
continue to provide
new opportunities to
create and experience
adventurous art.”

The 2011–2012 financial year saw the continued
trend of many organisations tightening their
belts and minimising risk. Amidst a shifting
economic landscape, I am pleased that
Brisbane Powerhouse has sustained its success
and continues to bring a diverse program
of local, national and international art to
Brisbane audiences.

These achievements would not have been possible

This year Brisbane Powerhouse offered 1072

support to Brisbane Powerhouse as a cornerstone

individual performances and events covering

of culture in our city. In addition, I would like

theatre, music, dance, comedy, film and visual arts.

to acknowledge the support of our sponsors,

It was a year which saw a number of successes for

philanthropic network and supporters for their

the organisation:

ongoing generosity.

• Number of performances increased by 13% from
951 in 2011 to 1072 in 2012

Last but not least, thank you to our patrons.

JUSTIN O’NEILL

• Value of tickets issued increased by 7% from
$3,867,308 in 2011 to $4,134,201 in 2012

without the creativity and commitment of the
Brisbane Powerhouse team. Many thanks to my
fellow directors and as well as the entire Brisbane
Powerhouse staff, led by Director Andrew Ross and
Chief Operating Officer Noelene Galloway.
I would also like to thank Lord Mayor Graham
Quirk and Brisbane City Council for their continued

Your accolades inspire Brisbane Powerhouse to
continue to provide new opportunities to create
and experience adventurous art.

• Other program revenue has increased by 14%
from $1,396,154 in 2011 to $1,585,994 in 2012
• Number of tickets issued has remained steady
with an increase of .6% from 136,095 in 2011 to
136,949 in 2012.

JUSTIN O’NEILL
CHAIR

DIS COV ER LOV E // WOR L D T HEAT RE FEST I VA L

PROGRAM
HIGHLIGHTS
THEATRE

MUSIC

After months of planning, World Theatre Festival

There were many stand-out music performances

(WTF) 2012 had another successful season of

at Brisbane Powerhouse in the 2011–2012 financial

international and national performances.

year. Three of the undoubted stand-outs were

The festival featured nine international and Australian
shows as well as five scratch performances of new
works from artists the Brisbane Powerhouse is
supporting, including MAPS artists.
Highlights included Discover Love by Belarus Free

by the star of film and stage, style icon and
darling of the French avant-garde, Jane Birkin;
Brooklyn soul man Charles Bradley; and the multigenre polymath — classical composer, virtuoso
performer, street entertainer and rock musician
— Yann Tierson.

Theatre and The Method Gun by The Rude Mechs.
Songs for Nobodies, presented in November 2011, was
a new play by Australia’s renowned playwright Joanna

CABARET

Murray–Smith, who wrote the work to showcase the

The definitive cabaret highlight for the year

extraordinary talents of Australian singer and actress

was the Helpmann Award-winning show

Bernadette Robinson.

Misanthropology by Eddie Perfect. Eddie’s
biting political satire and music skills make him

COMEDY
The fourth annual Brisbane Comedy Festival continued
to cement Brisbane Powerhouse as Brisbane’s home
of comedy and featured major international and
Australian stars including Jason Byrne, Stephen Amos
and Tom Green. The 2011 calendar year ended with a
week of sell out shows by Jimeoin.

a favourite Brisbane Powerhouse performer.
The rest of Australia is now discovering him
through his television role on the Channel Ten
program Offspring.

“The entire festival
(WORLD THEATRE
FESTIVAL) had a
youthful and
exciting vibe to
it. You really felt
like you were AT
something unique
and special. I loved
that you could see
a show and then
bump into a group
of friends at the
bar afterwards.
The Powerhouse
really did go off!”
John Saunders President,
Drama Queensland
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WOR L D PRESS PHOTO o f t h e y e a r 2 01 1 , Sa m u e l a ra n da , s pa i n , f o r t h e n e w yo r k t i m e s
A wo m a n h o l ds h e r wo u n d e d s o n i n h e r a r m s d u r i n g p r ot e sts ag a i n st
p r e s i d e n t Sa l e h , sa n aa , y e m e n , 1 5 o cto b e r

“brisbanites,
you have the
best run, most
awsome venue
in australia”
eddie Perfect

CHILDREN

FILM

Powerkidz, Brisbane Powerhouse’s annual children’s

The 13th annual Brisbane Queer Film Festival in

festival filled the venue for the first week of July 2011

April 2012 was the largest and most successful in

bringing the space to life with the sounds of children

the history of the event. The ticketed attendance

and families taking part in free activities, workshops

throughout the festival was 6,203 patrons, showing

and theatre performances. Outside on the plaza the

solid support from Queensland cinephiles and

visual spectacle of Tangled Web, by Polyglot Theatre

the Queer community. The festival offered three

company, provided a play space with hundreds of

screenings per weekday and up to seven screenings

metres of elastic. Inside the venue, on the walls was a

per day on weekends.

beautiful exhibition of works by illustrator Shaun Tan.

In 2011, Brisbane Powerhouse co-presented the first

As part of Brisbane Powerhouse’s strategy to develop

annual Iranian Film Festival Australia, curated by Anne

its schools audiences, the award-winning play Moth,

Demy-Geroe (previously the Director of Brisbane

by Melbourne company Arena Theatre, was presented

International Film Festival). This festival drew

in August 2011. The youth targeted music festival

excellent audiences from the Iranian community as

Kingdom of Little Empires brought the high school

well as general film lovers.

triple j Unearthed award-winning bands to an all-ages
daytime gig on the Turbine Platform. The headlining
band was Stonefield, an all-girl group of sisters who
range in age from 14–19 years old.

Brisbane Powerhouse also presented regular free
screenings throughout the year by Antidote Films —
a Brisbane based company that is one of Australia’s
leading independent distributors of high quality,
thought provoking Australian and international
documentary and feature films.

BRIEFS

VISUAL ARTS

IDEAS

Brisbane Powerhouse has become “a major centre

Ideas were a key component of the 2011–2012

of gravity for visual journalism in Australia” (Dr Peter

programming year. In October 2011 the world famous

Milne, UQ School of Journalism and Communication)

‘Pope of Trash’ John Waters was welcomed back

and the 2011–2012 financial year featured some

to perform his one man show This Filthy World to

incredible, life changing images. From the real life

a packed house in the Powerhouse Theatre. John

drama featured in the annual World Press and Nikon

Waters appeared on ABC TV’s Q&A, and also on

Walkley exhibitions to the human faces featured

Network Ten’s 7pm Project. In January 2012 Brisbane

in Ron Levine’s Prisoners of Age, Ricky Maynard’s

Powerhouse presented David Sedaris, one of

Portrait of a Distant Land and Gemma-Rose Turnbull’s

America’s pre-eminent humour writers, and Ira Glass,

Red Light Dark Room, the Brisbane public had access

the creator of the public radio show This American

to the world’s best social documentary photography

Life. Both shows were sell-outs. In May, American

on the walls of Brisbane Powerhouse.

iconoclast Henry Rollins sold out four nights in the
Powerhouse Theatre. The positive public interest to

DANCE

these intelligent and challenging Americans proves
that Brisbane enjoys provocation and public debate.

Brisbane Powerhouse supports the development
of new and established choreographers by offering
residencies to Brisbane artists. In 2011–2012, Claire

CIRCUS

Marshall worked on a new project in the Visy Theatre

Home-grown all-male cabaret-circus revue Briefs

and Ausdance International was in house in June.

performed a sold out season in the Powerhouse
Theatre as part of the 2011 end-of-year celebrations.
The company features Fez Fanana, who is also a
member of Brisbane Powerhouse Artists in Residence
company Polytoxic. The company took their show
to Edinburgh Festival where they received glowing
reviews and touring offers in Europe and the
United States.

“Briefs have
brought together
burlesque,
beefcake, cabaret,
acrobats, and
some funky-arse
costumes changes
in this show
spectacular.”
Edinburgh Fringe Review
ON briefs
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B u i l d i n g e x t e r i o r TODAY
P h oto by J o n L i n k i n s

SUSTAINABILITY
“It was one
of those rare
moments at a
live gig when
you realise
you’ve been in
the presence of
greatness”
Michael Hubbard,
Music OMH on
Yann Tierson

Brisbane Powerhouse continued its journey
to becoming a more sustainable venue,
achieving measureable improvements in
sustainability practices.

Electricity
Recently installed segregate metering has provided
initial data on the breakdown of power consumption
across the precinct. This data is informing operational

Waste

and infrastructure planning to achieve reduction in

Recently installed infrastructure teamed with refined

In the second half of the financial year Brisbane

separation processes introduced throughout the

Powerhouse began converting visual arts and foyer

site has delivered real improvement in the volume

lighting to low energy LED fixtures. This initiative

of waste diverted from landfill.

has already delivered a 40% reduction in visual arts

These new practices have seen a increase in comingle
waste diverted from landfill; from a monthly average

electricity usage.

lighting power consumption and will be expanded in
the next financial year.

of 1.84 tonnes at the beginning of the financial year

Through the support of Brisbane City Council,

to 6.62 tonnes per month at the end of the financial

Brisbane Powerhouse continues to operate using

year — a recycling increase of 259%. When combining

100% green power.

comingle waste, cardboard and paper diverted from
landfill, Brisbane Powerhouse has achieved a total
recycling rate of 34% for the 2011–2012 financial year.
Brisbane Powerhouse introduced dedicated waste
processes for batteries and florescent lighting,
and was recognised by the Federal Government
as a signatory to FluroCycle, which aims to reduce
mercury entering the environment. Brisbane
Powerhouse was one of the first performing arts
venues in the country to commit to this process.

BRISBANE POWERHOUSE FOUNDATION
Brisbane Powerhouse Foundation was established
by the Board of Brisbane Powerhouse Pty Ltd as
a coordinating focus for the identification and
securement of additional financial resources to
assist Brisbane Powerhouse in the delivery of its
strategic priorities.
It is intended to attract and manage individual
donations as well as secure funding from other
foundations and trusts for specific program support.

the festival presented 121 events from seven different
countries and attracted record numbers with a 6.91%
increase in attendance.
A thank you also to the Visy Foundation for its ongoing support of the Visy Theatre.
The 2012–2013 year promises to be one of growth
for the Foundation with the focus on generating
individual donors to support new and emerging
Brisbane talent, free programs, visual arts, and

In May 2012, the Foundation launched its first

schools and education programs to foster a greater

individual giving program. Donors generated through

appreciation of live performance in Brisbane.

the campaign will be acknowledged on a Donor
Graffiti Wall located at the entrance to Bar Alto. This
program will continue throughout the coming year.
The Foundation would again like to acknowledge the
Graeme Wood Foundation for its continued support
of World Theatre Festival*. Presented as a ‘round-

It is known that Brisbane Powerhouse makes a
difference to the vibrancy of the city of Brisbane.
To all Brisbane Powerhouse donors, thank you for
helping us to make that difference.
*The Queensland Government was also a major supporter
of World Theatre Festival.

the-world’ ticket to international independent theatre,

CULTURAL PARTNERSHIPS
Brisbane Powerhouse has developed strong cultural

Institute. Highlights include the premiere of The Lady

partnerships with a diverse range of government,

from the Sea, a collaborative production between

community and cultural organisations. In 2011–2012

Abhinaya Theatre Company (Kerala, India), Topology

Brisbane Powerhouse produced, programmed and

Music Group and Brisbane Powerhouse. This work

presented work in partnership with key cultural

premiered at World Theatre Festival in February 2012

partners including the Department of Foreign Affairs

and will tour to India as part of DFAT’s OzFest in

and Trade (DFAT), the Australia-Indonesia Institute,

November 2012. Brisbane Powerhouse is committed

Australia-India Council, Australian International

to continue its work with cultural partners to support

Cultural Council, the Australia Council for the Arts,

the producing and presentation of diverse work from

Arts Queensland, Events QLD, Australia India Institute

Australia and the South East Asia/Pacific region.

(Melbourne University) and the Italian Cultural

FINANCIALS
The result of the Group for the financial
year ending 30 June 2012 was a net surplus
of $113,717 (2011: $109,972 surplus). The
result for the Company was a net surplus
of $50,863 (2011: $107,729 surplus) and the
result for the Foundation was a net surplus of
$62,854 (2011: $2,243).
The abbreviated consolidated financial statements
included in this report represent both the Company
and the Group comprising Brisbane Powerhouse Pty
Ltd and Brisbane Powerhouse Foundation.

The full financial reports for the year ending 30 June
2012 for the Consolidated Group and the Foundation
(including Directors Report, Notes to the Accounts and
Audit Opinion) are available at brisbanepowerhouse.
org. The financial report complies with Australian
Accounting Standards which include Australian
equivalents to International Financial Reporting
Standards (AIFRS). The Group applies the not-forprofit sector specific requirements contained in
the AIFRS.
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income
statement

Co n s o l i dat e d
2 01 2
$

co m pa n y
2 01 2
$

3,349,121

3,349,121

155,019

137,508

Rendering of services

3,197,946

3,197,946

Sponsorship and donations

1,109,702

1,064,262

401,730

401,730

Other program revenue

1,585,994

1,585,994

Total Revenue

9,799,512

9,736,561

Advertising and promotion

752,909

752,909

Artists fees and show costs

3,356,158

3,356,158

Building repairs and maintenance

344,059

344,059

Cost of rendering services

1,859,159

1,859,159

Administration and information

1,644,127

1,644,030

6,091

6,091

265,233

265,233

Theatre operations

1,458,059

1,458,059

Total Expenses

9,685,785

9,685,698

113,717

50,863

113,717

50,863

REVENUE
Grants
Interest revenue

Program ticket sales

EXPENSES

Finance charges
Sponsorship, grants and donations

NET SURPLUS

TOTAL COMPREHENSIVE INCOME FOR THE YEAR

balance
sheet
Co n s o l i dat e d
2 01 2
$

co m pa n y
2 01 2
$

2,405,294

2,154,362

Receivables

345,120

397,933

Other assets

390,248

390,248

3,140,662

2,942,543

Plant and equipment

651,795

651,795

Intangibles

139,665

139,665

Total Non-Current Assets

791,460

791,460

3,932,122

3,734,003

Employee benefits

246,389

246,389

Payables

1,073,761

1,075,554

Deferred income

1,131,486

1,102,649

36,758

36,758

2,488,394

2,461,350

44,347

44,347

3,255

3,255

47,602

47,602

2,535,996

2,508,952

1,396,126

1,225,051

300,011

300,001

695,000

695,000

401,115

230,050

1,396,126

1,225,051

CURRENT ASSETS
Cash and cash equivalents

Total Current Assets

NON-CURRENT ASSETS

Total Assets

CURRENT LIABILITIES

Interest bearing loans
Total Current Liabilities

NON-CURRENT LIABILITIES
Employee benefits
Interest bearing loans
Total Non-Current Liabilities

Total Liabilities

NET ASSETS

EQUITY
Share capital
Reserves
Accumulated surplus
Total Equity
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OUR
TEAM
“The line between
showmanship
and sentiment is
often thick and
impermeable, but
midway through…
…Charles Bradley
obliterated it.”
NEW YORK TIMES on
Charles Bradley

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

STAFF

JUSTIN O’NEILL (CHAIR)

Alan Geertz Finance Payroll Officer

B.A.S.B.E., B Arch (Hons), FRAIA

BA, DipEd, DipBus

Prof Andrew Arthurs

Ali Donnellan Cultural Partnerships Manager

B. Music (Tonmeister) Hons

BA, MDP

ANNA MARSDEN

AMANDA Doellinger Publicist

BA

BCI

DAN MORGAN

Amy Robinson Senior Marketing Coordinator

BA. LLB. Ph.D.

BMassCommun

PETA ASHWORTH

Andrew Ross Director

BA, MBA

DipEd

RICHARD BARKER

Anni Bliss Head of Production

KEVIN GRIFFITHS
BA (Hons) Accounting & Finance

GEOFF COOPER
B .Bus (Comm)

JEFF EVANS
B.A.S (Surv), GDURP, MPIA

DIANE QUINN (COMPANY SECRETARY)
BA, LLB (Hons), GDipLP, LLM (Adv), MBA (Exec)

BA

Annie Cavanagh Production Manager
BA

Annie Moynihan Receptionist/ Functions Assistant
Dip Event Management, Dip Hospitality Management, Cert II
Retail Operations

Anthony Childs Audio Services Manager
Adv. Cert Contemp. Music, Cert IV Training and Assessment

Anthony MacDonald Production Manager
BA, DipMultimedia

ARTISTS-IN-RESIDENCE

Anthony Shearsmith Ticketing Services Manager

Annie Lee

Barbara Baugh Executive Assistant

Imaginary Theatre
Rramp House
Topology

Antony Deary Venue Supervisor
AdvDip (Acting) AdvDip (Film, TV, Theatre)

Ben Gosney Front of House Manager
JP QLD, C.Dec

Bree Coulton Functions Assistant
RSA

Carmela Emmi Box Office Senior Supervisor
Dan BLACK Lighting Services Manager
BFA (Technical Production)

David Hints Production Manager
DipEng, Cert IV Training and Assessment

David COMBES Venue Supervisor
DI SCOTT Philanthropy Manager
Donna Orazio
Acting Cultural Partnerships Manager

b r i s b a n e co m e dy f e st i va l o p e n i n g

Dorothy Farrell Marketing Director
BCI, AdvDip (Perf. Arts), Grad DipEd

EmILY SUNWALL
Corporate Relationships Coordinator
MComm

Emma Millers Functions Manager
BCI, RMLV

Felicity Sharwood Functions Coordinator
BIntBusMgt (Events)

Greta Williams Box Office Attendant
Jade Dibblee Marketing Assistant
ARAD, BFA (Hons)

Jody Haines Curator & Exhibitions Coordinator
BPhoto, DipContemp. Music

JodIE Anderson Box Office Manager
John Webb Precinct Director
BBus

Judy Reddiex Finance Officer
Justin Marshman Production Manager
BFA

Kelisha Winn Precinct Coordinator
BCI, BEd

Matt Staples Staging Services Manager
Megan Connors Sponsorship Director
BA

Melissa Johanson Marketing Manager
BComm, Dip Recording Artist Management

Melissa Tickle Marketing and Design Coordinator
BDes

Neil Cairns Technical Services Manager
BA

Noelene Galloway Chief Operating Officer
BA

Peter Wakelin Senior Venue Supervisor
Rachael Morgan Publicist
BComm

Ramsay Hatfield Box Office Manager
Rebecca Mellor Finance Officer
Robert Kruk IT & Communications Officer
BBus, BIT

Sarah Neal Head of Programming
BA, MA

Sarita Divis Development Coordinator
BA, MA

Kevin Stallan Production Manager

Shannon King Program Coordinator

Kirsten Morrison Functions Coordinator

BCI

BBus

Siobhan Dawson Finance Officer

Krystal Sweedman
Marketing & Audience Development Coordinator

Cert IV Financial Services

BBus, BA

BA

Laila Amirsardari
Music Producer & Stores Building Coordinator
DipMusic Business

Lizzy King Production Coordinator
BA

Lyn Patch Chief Financial Officer
BBus, CPA

Marlise O’Sullivan
Marketing & Publicity Assisitant
BPR

Matt Jess Staging Services Manager
BTh

Stephanie Dobson Production Coordinator
Susan Schlinker Executive Assistant
BA (Hons)

Tanya-Hiroko Martin Producer
BA

Toby Hill Technical Support Manager
BA

Troy Armstrong Producer
BDA (NIDA), Cert IV Business

William Pike Program Manager
BA, BEd

Zohar Spatz Producer
BA
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2011/12 PARTNERS
AND DONORS
Brisbane Powerhouse is Brisbane City Council’s leading arts
performance venue helping to deliver a vibrant and creative city.

foundation DONORS
Graeme Wood Foundation
Visy Foundation

cultural partners

Corporate partners

support partners

media partners

For information on partnering with Brisbane Powerhouse or donating to the Brisbane Powerhouse Foundation,
please contact partnerships@brisbanepowerhouse.org

pa r t n e r s lu n c h 2 01 1

Brisbane Powerhouse Pty Ltd
119 Lamington Street, New Farm
PO Box 364, New Farm 4005
T 61 7 3358 8622
F 61 7 3358 8611
E info@brisbanepowerhouse.org
Brisbane Powerhouse is a not-for-profit organisation,
owned and supported by Brisbane City Council.

b r i s b a n e p ow e r h o u s e .o r g

