Year in Review 2015/16

Brisbane Powerhouse is the home for living art,
ideas and experiences, representing the personality
of contemporary Brisbane.
Audiences and artists intersect at our heart.
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MESSAGE FROM THE LORD MAYOR
Brisbane City Council is proud to have been Brisbane Powerhouse’s
supporter and partner in its 16th year.
As well as supporting the ongoing operations of the business, we would
like to mention some significant highlights that Council has had the
opportunity to contribute to. The Australian Performing Arts Market (APAM)
2016 was the best yet, with 655 delegates from Australia and around the
world experiencing the beauty of Brisbane across four venues. Special
thanks to the 76 volunteers who so generously hosted our guests and
enabled the event to be such a success. We were also delighted to host
the Brisbane Comedy Festival Gala at Brisbane City Hall, showcasing the
auditorium to thousands of comedy-goers, and creating a new hub for
comedy in Brisbane.
Brisbane City Council is thrilled to have supported the installation of 296
solar panels on the roof of Brisbane Powerhouse, once again enabling
the building to be generating power. Thanks to Hembrows, Solar Choice
and Suntech for joining us in this important sustainability initiative.
My thanks to Councillor Krista Adams for her support of Brisbane
Powerhouse through the Lifestyle Portfolio over the last three years, and
welcome to Councillor Matthew Bourke who is now taking up the mantle.
Many thanks also to the Brisbane Powerhouse Board for their energy and
stewardship this year and looking into the next 16 years and beyond.
The Hon Graham Quirk
Lord Mayor of Brisbane

04

DISCOVER BRISBANE POWERHOUSE

Discover Brisbane Powerhouse at http://brisbanepowerhouse.org/plan-your-visit/discover-brisbane-powerhouse/
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MESSAGE FROM THE ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
2015/16 was an eventful year. We were inspired, surprised, moved.
We laughed harder than ever before and pushed boundaries to
achieve spectacular experiences. The program was packed with
945 performances and events, resulting in 139,200 people attending

945

404

19

Ticketed
performances
in 2015/16

Free events

Visual arts
experiences

ticketed events. Further to this, we had 491,620 patrons who came to
experience the precinct, which includes free events, markets,
art exhibitions, amazing dining and unique function experiences.
We presented six major festivals in 2015/16:
• Australian Performing Arts Market
• MELT: A Celebration of Queer Arts and Culture
• Brisbane Comedy Festival

Brisbane Powerhouse worked with local, national and international
artist and creators across theatre, comedy, cabaret, visual arts, ideas,
music, film, musical theatre, dance, circus, children’s engagement,

Local artists

204
Events featuring
new or emerging
artists

multi arts and gaming.

2015/16
$4.96M

• Wonderland

909

2014/15
$4.89M

• Queensland Cabaret Festival

2013/14
$4.43 M

• World Theatre Festival

Value of tickets sold

I thank my team for achieving these fantastic results and we look

Brisbane Powerhouse

491,620
precinct visitors
630,820
total visitors

2015/16
139,200

Artistic Director

2014/15
145,000

Kris Stewart

2013/14
139,100

forward to another year of culturally rich and contemporary arts.

Audience members
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OUR CULTURAL IMPACT
In 2015/16, we restructured to create our ART & AUDIENCES team.
This team is led by the Artistic Director and focuses on the
successful delivery of our Cultural, Creative and Events program to
our 600,000+ audience members annually. It is the activation of the
venue, the venue’s voice and actions. It is the tangible expression
of our values.
Those core values are to be PERSONAL (Collaborative, Engaging,
Accessible), CONTEMPORARY (Living Art, Future-Facing,
Discovery) and AWESOME (Positive, Exhilarating, Surprising).
The Artistic Director and the Art & Audiences Team apply our
values through four Curatorial Principles:

Now, here, this
A foot in New Farm, a foot in New York
We value enthusiasm and engagement
We are builders, but we do not
build alone
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A foot in New Farm,
a foot in New York.
Brisbane Powerhouse believes in Queensland
companies and creatives, and we want
our audiences to experience works both
authentically local and spectacularly
international.
This can be seen in the 909 Brisbane artists
represented on our stages last year - a record
for our venue - as well as international works
from the USA, UK, China, Canada, New Zealand
and more than a dozen other countries.

Now, here, this.
Brisbane Powerhouse is part of a vibrant,
immediate urban world that has never
been more connected. We are the centre of
contemporary culture and we celebrate this
fact. We are Brisbane and we are now.
Our stages saw robots and lasers;
beatboxers and hip hop dancing
preschoolers; interactive and immersive
arts and vibrant and thrilling debate.
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We value
enthusiasm
and engagement.
We value connecting with our audience and presenting
works they find entertaining, inspiring and challenging.
We have a responsibility to excite, to engage and surprise.
In 2015/16, we saw the Brisbane Comedy Festival
attended by more people than ever before, we saw our
Writers and Ideas program do record numbers and we
had more people attending a free event at BPH than
any previous year.

We are builders,
but we do not build
alone.
The stories we tell are built on partnerships and
collaboration. We want every individual artist and
company in Queensland (and beyond) to aspire to
partner with Brisbane Powerhouse.
We collaborated with the QSO and with upcoming
young bands; we developed the works of Queensland
playwrights as well as VR artists; we worked with
interstate and oversees festivals to bring artists to
Brisbane audiences, and we ensured our doors were
open to collaboration in all its forms.
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Australian Performing Arts Market
A major highlight of 2015/16 was

the Arts and Brisbane Powerhouse in

“An opinion about any
work is subjective,
but understanding the
environment or culture
that frames it is vitally
important. This is one
of the reasons I consider
APAM one of the best
arts markets in the
world.”

partnership with Brisbane City Council

RICHARD JORDAN

and the Queensland Government

THE STAGE, UK

delivering our second Australian
Performing Arts Market (APAM) to rave
reviews but most importantly, leading
to significant investment in Australian
work from international presenters.

Presented by the Australia Council for

APAM 2016 at Brisbane Powerhouse

655
Attendance
of 1,208

196 international
delegates
459 national
delegates

through Arts Queensland, and Tourism
and Events Queensland.

262 artists,
crew & producers

197 staff +
volunteers

94 media+
evaluation

71 Showcases,
15 Pitches,
45 Exchange events
Economic impact
to Brisbane’s
accommodation sector
around $862,000

An increase in
international
and national sold
registrations
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OUR PRECINCT

Sustainability at Brisbane Powerhouse

Our Box Office has undergone an extensive facelift,
including an accessible point-of-sale location and
increased floorspace for queuing. Watt Restaurant
re-opened with a stunning new fit out and an active
functions and events program.
We are also very excited to be a Powerhouse that is once
again producing energy… however this time, clean energy
with the installation of solar panels.

Solar
•	Installed 296 solar panels on the roof of

Events
The Events Department provides a vital source of revenue

the building.
•	These panels make a 99.96kW system.
•	Since installation, Brisbane Powerhouse

We continue to maintain
our commitment to recycling
•	This year diverting in excess of 77 tonnes of
waste from landfill.
•	Brisbane Powerhouse also has programs in

for Brisbane Powerhouse – assisting to fund the core

has generated 49.2MWh (mega-watt

place to recycle used batteries, light bulbs

artistic activities of the building and support the strategic

hours) of electricity.

and fluorescent tubes.

direction of the organisation. We delivered 401 external
events (private, government and corporate clients) and
28 Brisbane Powerhouse events. These events were
responsible for bringing over 20,000 visitors to the
precinct.
Events included:
• 86 Weddings
• 236 Conferences and meetings
• 29 Product Launches
and a host of workshops, forums and parties.

By night Brisbane
Powerhouse glitters
with stunning new
coloured lights,
illuminating our
front wall, and
increased safety
for cyclists and
pedestrians.
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OUR PARTNERS
We acknowledge the contributions of all our valued partners and thank

CULTURAL PARTNERS

them for their support.

MAJOR PARTNERS

SUPPORT PARTNERS

VENUE PARTNERS

SUSTAINABILITY PARTNERS

OFFICIAL SUPPLIERS
Bouquet Boutique

Jands

Mountain Goat Beer

Yellow Cab Co
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OUR DONORS
Brisbane Powerhouse Foundation gratefully acknowledges the generous
support of the following donors in 2015/16:

Brisbane Powerhouse
Associates

Contemporaries

Libby Anstis and Neil Hampton

Cameron Perkins

Jason Bird and Kara Chiconi

Angie Strachan

Leah Hornibrook

Celestine Doyle
John Frost
Cass and Ian George

Supporters

Peter and Susie Godber

Paul Cokayne

John Godwin

David Cox

Kevin and Jane Griffiths

Tina Domnick

Hayley and Dart Johnson

Victoria Harnedy

Jones Family Trust

Kerrie Mengersen

David and Eloise Lyons

Mark Menhinnitt

Fiona Maxwell

Katherine Roberts

Justin and Jen O'Neill

Jennifer Wilson

Power Arts
Kris Stewart and Lizzie Moore
Natalie Strijland
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THANK YOU
2015/16 was also a year of substantial change for Brisbane
Powerhouse, as we developed an exciting new strategic plan
– Brisbane Powerhouse 2020+20 – and designed a staffing
and resourcing structure to enable that. We’ve said goodbye to
some wonderful team members and welcomed some new ones,
and we’re incredibly optimistic about the time ahead. Particular
thanks goes to the staff and leadership for their contributions
in 2015/16 – including an outstanding casual team. We are
all excited about living our vision: We are your home for living
art, ideas and experiences, representing the personality of
contemporary Brisbane.
Finally, our values, as Brisbane’s creative precinct, are to be
awesome, contemporary and personal – and that starts with
thanking you for your involvement in 2015/16, and we can’t wait
to have you join us for the next stage!
Fiona Maxwell

David Conry

CEO

Chair

Brisbane Powerhouse

Brisbane Powerhouse
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FINANCIAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2016
STATEMENTS OF COMPREHENSIVE INCOME

CONSOLIDATED
$

COMPANY
$

3,199,409

3,057,014

81,288

67,892

Program

2,345,299

1,720,805

Commercial services

4,244,985

4,251,360

Sponsorship and donations

1,123,667

1,071,991

10,994,648

10,169,062

1,622,459

1,622,459

12,617,107

11,791,521

838,752

838,752

3,796,637

2,792,812

545,596

545,596

Commercial services

1,875,673

1,875,673

Administration

2,165,798

2,171,522

REVENUE
Grants
Interest

Operating revenue
APAM
Total revenue
EXPENSES
Advertising and promotion
Artists fees and show costs
Building maintenance

Cost of fundraising

243,897

243,897

Theatre operations

1,606,262

1,606,262

-

185,000

11,072,615

10,259,514

Donations
Operating expenses
APAM
Total expenses
OTHER COMPREHENSIVE INCOME
TOTAL COMPREHENSIVE INCOME FOR THE YEAR

1,855,128

1,855,128

12,927,743

12,114,642

-

-

(310,636)

(323,121)
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FINANCIAL REPORT AS AT 30 JUNE 2016
STATEMENTS OF FINANCIAL POSITION

CONSOLIDATED
$

COMPANY
$

CURRENT ASSETS
Cash

1,853,225

1,527,480

Receivables

523,577

609,556

Other assets

776,748

706,559

3,153,550

2,843,595

654,921

654,921

66,036

66,036

720,957

720,957

3,874,507

3,564,552

246,794

246,794

1,048,683

1,253,937

695,198

382,980

34,299

34,299

2,024,974

1,918,010

Employee benefits

31,469

31,469

Interest bearing loans

79,247

79,247

110,716

110,716

Total liabilities

2,135,690

2,028,726

NET ASSETS

1,738,817

1,535,826

300,001

300,001

Total current assets
NON-CURRENT ASSETS
Plant and equipment
Intangibles
Total non-current assets
Total Assets
CURRENT LIABILITIES
Employee benefits
Payables
Deferred income
Interest bearing loans
Total current liabilities
NON-CURRENT LIABILITIES

Total non-current liabilities

EQUITY
Share capital
Unitholder Interest
Reserves
Accumulated surplus
Total equity
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–

1,157,400

1,157,400

281,406

78,425

1,738,817

1,535,826

BRISBANE POWERHOUSE PTY LTD
119 Lamington Street, New Farm
PO Box 364, New Farm 4005
ADMIN 61 7 3358 8622
EMAIL info@brisbanepowerhouse.org
IMAGES: STUDIO IMPRESSIONS
[EXCLUDING SHOW IMAGES]

Brisbane Powerhouse is a not-for-profit
organisation, owned and supported by
Brisbane City Council.

